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Major Findings 



Severity of Name-Calling and Bullying in Schools 

The overwhelming majority of survey participants (students, parents, 
teachers and other school staff) felt that name-calling and bullying 
were a problem in their schools, with almost one quarter of 
participants reporting that they were major problems. Only 1% of 
participants felt that name-calling and bullying were not problems in 
their schools. 

Parents and students were more likely than teachers, counselors and 
other school staff to report name-calling to be a serious problem. 
Sixty-seven percent of parent survey participants, and 40% of 
student participants reported name-calling to be a major problem 
facing schools. Additionally, participants in Western states reported 
greater severity of name-calling in their schools than those in the 
Northeast, South or Midwest. 

Participation in the No Name-Calling Week Project 

Survey participants representing 413 schools throughout the nation 
reported that their schools participated in the No Name-Calling Week 
(NNCW) project. The majority of participating schools were public 
elementary and middle schools. The highest levels of participation 
were in schools in the Midwest (32.6%) and in the Northeast (30.6%). 
In addition, school mental health professionals were the largest group 
of individuals that reported having conducted NNCW activities. 

School-wide activities, such as poster-making contests and daily 
announcements, were the most popular activities, with almost half of 
survey participants reporting these types of activities. Educators also 
included a variety of classroom-based activities, such as video 
screenings, class discussions, and writing assignments, in their 
NNCW events. Role-playing, faculty trainings and media involvement 
were among the other activities reported by participants. Activities 
that involved student discussions about name-calling and bullying, 
including video presentations and NNCW lesson plans, or activities 
that were widespread throughout the school, such as art projects 
and morning announcements, were often rated as most effective 
by educators. 

In addition to using the resources provided by GLSEN and its NNCW 
partners, educators demonstrated their commitment to the NNCW 
project by including a variety of other creative and unique activities 
in their NNCW events. Many survey participants expressed a 
commitment to making NNCW an on-going project at their school. 
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Feedback about the No Name-Calling Week Website 
and Resource Kit 

The majority of survey participants visited the NNCW website 
between two and five times, and with the exception of the on-line 
forum, found all of the website’s materials to be useful or very useful 
resources in their preparation for NNCW. 

The resources in the NNCW kit were widely used by those 
participants who received it. Seven of the eleven lesson plans were 
used by over 40% of survey participants, and all of the lesson plans 
were found to be useful and effective by those who used them. All 
other kit resources, such as “The Misfits Teacher’s Guide,” were rated 
favorably. The video Creating Safe Environments was most highly 
rated with almost 82% of participants reporting it was “very useful,” 
and 71.4% reporting is was “very effective.” 

Effect of No Name-Calling Week on Students 

After their schools’ participation in NNCW, the number of students 
who reported witnessing teasing, name-calling and bullying at their 
schools decreased. Students were less likely to report witnessing, 
being the victim of, or being the perpetrator of such events. Although 
there was little or no change reported regarding the intervention of 
other students when someone was being victimized, students 
reported positive changes in their own experiences as the target and 
perpetrator of name-calling and bullying. 

Additionally, NNCW activities were well liked by the majority of the 
students. The Creating Safe Environments video and creative activities 
such as poster-making contests were particular favorites among 
student survey participants. Many students also expressed a desire 
to make NNCW an on-going, year-round project in their schools. 
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